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1. Background

The Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2015
(MMDR Amendment Act 2015) dated 27.03.2015, vide Section 9C (1) prescribes
establishment of a non-profit body, National Mineral Exploration Trust for the purposes of
regional and detailed exploration in such a manner as may be prescribed by the Central
Government. Further, Section 9C (4) of the Act stipulates that the holders of a mining
lease or a prospecting-cum-mining lease shall pay to the Trust, a sum equivalent to 2%

of the royalty paid in terms of the Second Schedule. The Act came into force from
12.01.2015.

2. National Mineral Exploration Trust Rules and Establishment of National Mineral
Exploration Trust

In pursuance of the above provisions of MMDR Amendment Act 2015, the
Government of India notified the National Mineral Exploration Trust Rules vide
Government of India Gazette Notification G.S.R.632(E) dated 14t August 2015. The
objects and functions of the Trust has been laid down in the Rules (Annexure-|).

National Mineral Exploration Trust has a two tier structure comprising a Governing
Body and an Executive Committee notified vide the Government of India vide Gazette
Notification G.S.R.633 (E) dated 14" August 2015 (Annexure-Il).

The National Mineral Exploration Trust has the provision of nominating five
persons with experience in exploration or research in related field into the Executive
Committee, to be nominated by the Chairperson. Accordingly, the following five experts
have been nominated to the Executive Committee as special invitees:

i.  Dr. P.R. Golani, DDG, GSlI Training Institute, Hyderabad

ii.  Dr.AK. Singh, Professor, Rajiv Gandhi Chair, Indian School of Mines,
Dhanbad

ii. ~ Dr.Bhabesh Chandra Sarkar, Professor & Head, Department of
Applied Geology, Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad

iv.  Dr. Bijendra Singh, Chief Scientist & Head, Gravity and Magnetic
Studies Group, CSIR-NGRI, Hyderabad

v.  Dr. V.P. Dimri, CSIR Distinguished Scientist, CSIR-NGRI, Hyderabad



3. National Mineral Exploration Trust Fund

Rules 6 and 7 of the National Mineral Exploration Trust Rules stipulate setting up
of a fund under the Trust and opening up a bank account under communication to the
State Governments for collect of payments as per the provisions of Section 9C (4) of
MMDR Amendment Act, 2015 under which, the holders of mining lease and prospecting-
cum-mining lease shall pay to the Trust a sum equivalent to 2 % of the royalty paid for
Second Schedule minerals. In pursuance of this directive, the Ministry of Mines has
opened a current account on 02.09.2015 in the name ‘NATIONAL MINERAL
EXPLORATION TRUST" at State Bank of India, New Delhi Main Branch, Parliament
Street, New Delhi 110001. The details of this account were communicated to the States
through a D.O. letter from the Secretary, Ministry of Mines on 14.09.2015. The States
have been directed to collect the funds from the lessees w‘.e.f. the date the MMDR
Amendment Act, 2015 came into force i.e. 12.01.2015 and transfer the amount so
collected to the account of National Mineral Exploration Trust as soon as possible but not
later than 10™ day of the succeeding month. As of 31.03.2016, the National Mineral
Exploration Trust account has accrued an amount of Rs. 134.41 Crores.

4. Executive Committee meetings

The 1% meeting of the Executive Committee of NMET was held on 08.10.2015
under the Chairmanship of Secretary, Ministry of Mines. Accelerating mineral exploration
activities was identified in the meeting as a priority area to increase mineral production in

the country. It was decided to develop a website for National Mineral Exploration Trust
through NIC or NICSI.

It was proposed in the meeting that SBI will explore the possibility of integrating a
payment gateway with the existing payment systems in the States. It was also proposed
for GSI and MECL to extend their expertise to the State Governments to upgrade
exploration activities. In view of the depleting mineral deposits in the country, Geological
Survey of India (GSI) was asked to submit a proposal for Aerogeophysical surveys in
Obvious Geological Potential (OGP) areas. Mineral Exploration Corporation Limited
(MECL) was directed to submit proposals for taking up mineral exploration activities in
the identified 100 mineral blocks. National Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI) was



invited to submit project proposals to be taken up under National Mineral Exploration
Trust funding and was also requested to extend the services of their experts as
consultants for geophysical surveys,

5. Governing Body meetings

As per the provisions of Rule 14 of the National Mineral Exploration Trust Rules,
the Governing Body has to meet at least once in a year. For the Financial Year 2015-186,
the 15 meeting of the Governing Body of National Mineral Exploration Trust was
convened on 20.11.2015 under the Chairmanship of Union Minster of Steel and Mines.
The meeting was also attended by the Union Minister of State for Power, Coal, New &
Renewable energy; Minster In-Charge of Mines & Geology, Madhya Pradesh:
Secretaries/Additional Secretaries of various central ministries and representatives of
States Directorates of Geology and Mining. As per the decisions taken in the 15t Executive
Committee meeting, GSI made a presentation on a proposal of Airborne Geophysical
survey of OGP areas as such surveys are very useful in targeting deep seated and
concealed mineral deposits. GSI was advised to prioritise the areas for airborne surveys
into 3-4 zones and take up the study in phases. The Governing Body also took a decision
to invite Central Mine Planning & Design Institute (CMPDI) in the subsequent meetings
of National Mineral Exploration Trust. MECL was accorded in-principle approval to take
up mineral exploration projects for identified mineral blocks after appraisal and approval
of the Executive Committee of National Mineral Exploration Trust. It was decided that a
revolving fund will be provided to MECL for execution of exploration projects and this fund
will be reimbursed by the States upon auctioning of the mineral blocks. MECL was
advised to take up exploration activities only after signing a Tripartite Agreement between
Ministry of Mines, MECL and the State in which the exploration activities are to be taken
up. Capacity building and skill development of State DGMs was identified as a key area
and in-principle approval was accorded for this by the Governing Body.

6. Formation of Technical Committee
With an objective to evaluate the mineral exploration proposals received by
National Mineral Exploration Trust, the Ministry of Mines has set up a Technical



Committee to examine and evaluate the justification of the exploration projects, quantum
of jobs proposed in the project to ensure optimisation and, costing of different works. After
the evaluation of the project proposals, the Technical Committee is required to
recommend the feasible projects to the Executive Committee for approval. The

composition of the Technical Committee is as follows:

i. Dr.P.R. Golani, DDG, GSI Chairman

i. P.Tarafdar, Director, GSI Member

ii.  Dr. Joyesh Bagchi, Director, Ministry of Mines Member

iv.  Dr. Manoranjan Mohanty, Director, GSI Member

v.  S.K. Thakur, GM (Exploration), MECL Member Secretary

7. Development of website

The Executive Committee of NMET has taken a decision in its 15t meeting held on
08.10.2015, to develop a dynamic website for National Mineral Exploration Trust through
NIC or NICSI, to facilitate submission of reconciled funds transferred by States. In
pursuance of this directive, quotations were invited from vendors empanelled with NICSI
and on the basis of technical and financial evaluation, M/s. NetCreativeMind Solutions
Pvt. Ltd. was selected to undertake the work of developing of NMET website. The agency

has taken up the work and the development of the website is under process.

8. Reconciliation of National Mineral Exploration Trust funds by States

Rule 7 of National Mineral Exploration Trust Rules provides clear instructions for
collection and transfer of National Mineral Exploration Trust contribution by the States. It
stipulates that the holders of mining lease and prospecting licence-cum-mining lease shall
make the payments for contribution to the Trust fund simultaneously with payments of the
royalty to the State Governments. The State Governments shall make the payments into
the account of the Trust as soon as possible, but in any case not later than tenth day of
the succeeding month. Directives have been issued to the State Governments for
collection of payments toward the Trust fund. A format for submission of statement for
monthly receipts towards National Mineral Exploration Trust has also been circulated to
the States. For reconciliation of National Mineral Exploration Trust funds, the States need
to follow the norms prescribed in the National Mineral Exploration Trust Rules, 2015.
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MINISTRY OF MINES
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 14th August, 2015

G.5.R.632 (E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-sections (2),.(3) and (4) of section 9C and section
13 of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 (67 of 1957), the Central Government hereby
makes the following rules, namely:—

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) These rules may be called the National Mineral Exploration Trust Rules,
: 2015, -

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

Y Definitions.- (1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,-
(a) “Act” means the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 (67 of 1957);

(b) “Chairperson, Executive Committee” means the Chairperson of the Executive Committee of the National -

Mineral Exploration Trust established under sub-section (1) of section 9C of the Act;

(c) “Chairperson, Governing Body" means the Chairperson of the Governing Body of the National Mineral
Exploration Trust established under siib-section (1) of section 9C of the Act;

(d) “Executive Committee” means the Executive Committee of the Trust;

(¢) “Fund” means the fund referred to in rule 6; :

(f) “Governing Body” means the Governing Body of the Trust;

(8) “Member, Executive Committee” means the member of the Executive Commiittee of the Trust;
(h) “Member, Governing Body” means the member of the Governing Body of the Trust:

(i) ‘“obvious geologicai potentiai areas™ means the area identified by the Geological Survey of India from time

to time; and

, () “Trust” means the National Mineral Exploration Trust established by the Central Government under sub-
section (1) of section 9C of the Act.

(2) Words and expressions used and not defined in these rules but defined in the Act shall have the same
meanings as assigned to them in the Act.

. § The Functions of the Governing Body and the Execufive Committee.- (1) The Governing Body shall lay
down the broad policy framework for the functioning of the Trust and review its working.
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(2) The vaeming Body shall approve the annual plan and annual budget of the Trust upon the
recommendations of the Exccutive Committee and it shall meet at least once in a year,

(3) The Executive Committee shall manage, administer and supervise the Trust and shall also monitor and
review the expenditure of the Trust fund at regular intervals. :

(4) The Executive Committee shall, while discharging its functions, follow the policy framework and the
directions of the Governing Body from time to tifme. ' ;

(5) The Chairperson of the Executive Committee may vary the term of office of any nominated member or
remove him from the Executive Committee before the completion of his term.

Membership of Governing Body.- (1) The members of the Governing Body shall be ex officio members.

(2) Special invitees, if any, of the Governing Body shall be entitled to such sitting fee, conveyance and out of
pocket expenditure as the Governing Body may decide.

Membership of Executive Committee.- (1) The ex officio members only shall have voting rights.

(2) Members, other than ex-officio members including special invitees shall have no voting rights but shall be
entitled to such sitting fee, conveyance and out of pocket expenditure as the Governing Body may decide.

Constitution of a fund under the Trust.- (1) The Central Government shall, by order, set up a fund undexj the
Trust to be called as the “National Mineral Exploration Trust Fund” to be managed by the Executive Committee
of the Trust. ;

(2} The Trust Fund shail receive monics iv be paid in accordance with the provisions of rule 8 and mav aleo
receive contributions from such other sources as may be approved by the Central Government.
Contribution to Trust Fund.- (1) The Trust shall have power to open and operate bank accounts in its own

name at any Scheduled Bank as specified in the Second Schedule to the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934 (2 of
1934),

(2) The Trust shall communicate the particulars of its bank account to the State Government for the purposes of *

payments required to be made under sub-section (4) of section 9C of the Act.

- (3) The holders of mining lease and prospecting licence-cum-mining lease shall make payments for contribution to

the Trust Fund of amount payable under sub-section (4) of section 9C of the Act to the State Government
simultaneously with payments of the royalty.

(4) The State Government shall deposit the amount collected from such payments into the bank account of the
Trust.

(5) The deposit referred to in sub-rule (4) by the State Government into the designated bank account of the Trust,
shall be made as soon as possible, but in any case not later than tenth day of the succeeding month in respect of the
amount collected in any particular month.

(6) The responsibility of collection and depositing the amount so collected in the Trust Fund and maintaining
necessary accounts to be shared with the Central Govemment shall be that of the State Govemment,

(7) The State Government shall provide information regarding amounts paid pursuant to sub-section (4) of '

section 9C of the Act and royalty payments to the Indian Bureau of Mines on a monthly basis,

(8) The Indian Bureau of Mines shall maintain an updated record of the monies transferred to the bank account
of the Trust along with a database of royalty payments and provide such information to the Trust on a periodic
basis,

Office and bank account.- (1) The office of the Trust shall be situated at Ministry of Mines, Shastri Bhawan, Dr.
Rajendra Prasad Road, Central Secretariat, New Delhi 110001 or at such other place as may be determined by the
Executive Committee.

(2) The bank accounts of Trust shall be opened and operated through the Mernber Secretary or any other Member
of the Executive Committee or any officer of the Central Government, as may be authorised by the Executive
Committee.

Objects and Functions of the Trust.- (1) The Trust shall carry out regional and detaited exploration for minerals
and it shall undertake such activities as may be decmed necessary by the Governing Body to achieve its objects
including,-

(a) funding special studies and projects designed to identify, explore, extract, beneficiate and refine deep-'
seated or concealed mineral deposits;

(b) undertaking studies for mineral development, sustainable mining adoption of advanced scientific and

2 $0b6L IS
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technological practices and mineral extraction metallurgy;

(c) taking up exploration of areas for regional and detailed exploration, giving priority particularly to
strategic and critical minerals; : '

(d) consulting Central Geological Programming Board to decide the priorities for exploration of the Trust;

(e) facilitating exploration activities in such a manner that areas explored can be taken up for grant of
mineral concessions in accordance with the provisions of the Act and the rules made thereunder;

(f) facilitating completion of brownfield regional exploration projects in obvious geological potential areas
(G3) including conducting high-risk exploration for deep-seated mineral deposits through modern
technologies; -

(8) promoting completion of detailed exploration (G2 or GI) across India in the areas where G3 stage
exploration has been completed; 3 :

() facilitating geophysical, ground and aerial, survey and geochemical survey of obvious geological
potential areas and rest of India; Y

() [facilitating a national core repository for encouraging research in carth sciences and for evaluation of
the mineral prospects; .

() organizing capacity building programmes to raise technical capability of personnel engaged in or to be
engaged in exploration; and

(k) using the Trust Fund for such other purposes that the Governing Body may decide, or authorise the
Executive Committee, to be necessary or expedient in the interest of conservation, development and
expioitation of mineraj resources of India, not inconsisteni with ihe provisions of the Act.

() In furtherance of the objectives referred to in sub-rule (i), the Governing Body may empioy or hire
personnel, own and dispose off property, including intellectual property, incur administrative expenses and
execute dacuments as may be necessary.

Management of the Trust.- (1) The overall cantro], periodical reviews and policy directions the Trust shall vest

with the Governing Body. :
(2) The Executive Committee shall manage, administer and supervise the day to day activities of the Trust.

(3) The Govemning Body may authorise the Executive Committee to exercise any or all af its powers as
mentioned in sub-rule (1). ‘

(4)The Executive Cammittee shall formulate and finalise the scheme for delegation of financial powers.

Committees.- (1) The Executive Committee may constitute committees or sub-committees to undertake such
tasks that may be assigned or delegated by the Executive Committee to such committees or sub-committees.

(2) The committee or sub-committee constituted under sub-rule (1) shall devise its own procedure in 'thq
discharge of the duties and responsibilities under these rules and in exercise of such powers and functions as may
be specified by the Executive Committee.

Implementation of projects by the Executive Committee.- (1) The Executive Committee may implement the *
projects consistent with the objectives of the Trust on its own accord or upon receipt of a project proposal from 4
State Government or any other entity, including private sector entities. -

2) In implementation of the projects referred to in sub-rule (1), the Executive Committee may devise its
own procedure consistent with the Act and the rules made thereunder. . ;

Monitoring of projects.- (1) The Trust shall monitor implementation of the projects either by itself or b);
engaging any government entity, including the Indian Bureau of Mines,

(2) For the purposes of sub-rule (1), the Trust may devise its own procedure consistent with the Act and the rules
made thercunder. ;

Meetings of the Governing Body.- (1) The Governing Body shall meet at least once in a year.

(2) The meetings of the Governing Body shall be presided by the Chairpersen, Governing Body and in the
absence of the Chairperson, Govemning Body, the ex-officio Members of the Governing Body may elect an
officiating Chairperson, from among themselves, !

(3) All decisions or resalutions including circular resolutians of the Gaverning Body shall be made or adopted by
COUSENSUS,

(4) In case af any disagreement or dissent, the ruling of the Chairperson, Governing Body shall be final.

Meetings of the Executive Committee.- (1) The Executive Committee shall meet at least once in every three
months.
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(2) The meetings of the: Executive Committee shall be presided by the Chairperson, Executive Committee and in
the absence of the _Chauperson, Executive Commitee, the ex-officio Members of the Executive Committee may
elect an officiating Chairperson, from among themselves, :

(3) The meetings of the Executive Committee may be either physical or virtual or by circulation or by
combination of both: :

Provided that the meeting by circulation shall not apply for adoption of accounts of the Trust, -
Iecommendation to Governing Bedy for approva! of annual plan, annual budget and annyal report of the Trust,

(4) All decisions or resolutions including circular resolutions of the Executive Committee shall be made or
adopted by a majority of votes of the members of the Executive Committee present and voting, ‘

(5) In case of equality of votes, the Chairperson, Executive Committee, or in his absence, the member presiding
over such meeting as the Chairperson shall have a casting vote: ,

Provided that no member shall vote or take part in the discussion of any matter coming up for
consideration at a meeting of the Executive Committee or any of its committees or sub-committees, if the matter
is one in which such member has any direct, indirect or pecuniary interest. j

Notice and agenda for meeting of the Governing Body and Executive Committee.- (1) The Chairperson or
the Convenor of the Goveming Body with the consent of the Chairperson, Governing Body, shall convene the
meeting of the Governing Body by giving a minimum fifteen davs’ notice to all the members:

Provided that the Chairperson, Governing Body may authotise to conveie a meeiing with a shortct
notice peried, -
(2) The Chairperson or the Member Secretary of the Executive Comumittee, with the consent of the

Chairperson shall convene the meeting of the Executive Committee by giving a minimum seven days’ notice to
all the Members: A

Provided that the Chairperson of the Execntive Committee may authorise to convene a meeting with a
shorter notice period.

(3) Notice for any meeting may include an agenda for that meeting, draft minutes of the earlier meeting and
action taken report on the minutes of the carljer meeting,

Quorum for meeting.- (1) The quorum for any meeting of the Governing Body shall be six, excluding the
special invitees. )

(2) The quorum for any meeting of the Executive Committee, including a virtual meeting, shall be seven,
excluding the nominated members, ;

Powers, Dutics and Responsibilities of the Member Secretary of the Executive Committee.- (1) There shall
be 2 Member Secretary of the Executive Committee to discharge the functions of the Executive Committee,

(2) The Member Secretary of the Executive Committee shail -
(2) administer and manage the Trust subject to the superintendence, control and direction of the Executive
Committee.
{b) exercise such administrative and financial powers as may be delegated by the Executive Committee or
as may be assigned by the Chairperson, Executive Committee.
(3) The Member Secretary of the Executive Committee shall have the following duties and responsibilities,
without prejudice to the generality of sub-rule (2) and (3), namely:- 2
(a) to cause the preparation of the annual plan and related annual budget and submit them to the Executive
Committee for consideration and recommendation to the Governing Body;

(b) to ensurc that due diligence has been exercised before considering proposals or projects to be-
undertaken by the Trust in accordance with the practices, procedure, rules or directions of the
Executive Committee;

(c) to ensure that the activities of the Trust are being conducted in accordance with the annual plan and.
related annual budget; and

(d) to submit to the Governing Body the approved apnual plan and related annual budget for each financial
year to the Central Government, by the end of January of previous financial year.

Annual Plan.- (1) The Member Secretary of the Executive Committee shall, at the beginning of each financiai
year, cause preparation of plans for short term projects and long term projects proposed to be undertaken by the
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Trust in the relevant financial year, to be referred as the annual Plan, together with details of the activities to be
undertaken orcompleted by the Trust during such time, the expected time for completion of the projects and cost
for such projects.

(2) The annual plan shall contain all projects, programmes, activities proposed to be undertaken by the Trust for

achieving its objective and shall have clearly demarcated milestones.

Annus! Budget- The Member Secretary of the Executive Committee shall, at the beginning of each financial
year, cause preparation of an annual budget containing the details of the proposed income and expenditure on
activities covered in the annual plan for that particular financial year, including the legal, administrative and
other costs and expenditure proposed to be incwred by the Trust together with details of the funding
requirements in this regard, to be referred as the annual budget.

Approval of the Annual Plan and the Annual Budget.- (1) The annual plan and the annual budget shall be laid

before the Governing Body for its approval. %

(2) The Member Secretary of the Executive Committee shall, on receipt of the copies of the duly approved annual
plan and the related annual budget from the Convener of the Governing Body, submit the same to the Central
Government within & period of thirty days from the date of receipt of approval of the Governing Body.

(3) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-rule (2), the Trust may undertake expenditures for activities that
are not approved in the annual plan subject to specific approvaj by the Chairperson, Governing Body, which shall
be laid before the Governing Body with the next augual budget,

(4) The anmual pian and relaied annual budget may be amended ai any time subject io the approvai of the
Chairperson, Governing Body, which shall be laid before the Governing Body with the next year annual plan or
budget. ;

Annual Report.- (1) The Member Secretary of the Executive Committee shall, within ninety days of the end of

cach financiai year, submit an annual report containing such information as deemed anpropriate by the Executive -

Committee.

(2) The annual report shall be approved by the Executive Committee and shall contain details, inter alia, of the
activities completed by the Trust during the financial year and the expenditure incurred by the Trust during such
financial year.

(3) A capy of the annual report shall be sent to the Central Government within 2 period of thirty days from the
date of its approval by the Executive Committee.

Financial year.- (1) The accounting or financial year of the Trust shall be from the 1% of April to the 31" of
March. $

(2) The first year of aperations of the Trust may be a partial year.

Maintenance and Audit of Accounts.- (1) The accounts of the Trust shall be maintained in the farm, mode and
manner as may be decided by the Central Government.

(2) The accounts of the Trust Fund shall be audited in such manner as may be decided by the Central Government.
(3) After the audit referred to in sub-rulé (2), the Trust shall submit the anmyal report to the Central Government.
[F.Na.11/8/2015-M.1}
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(I) The Governing Body shall consist of the following members, namely:-

MINISTRY OF MINES
NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 14th August, 2015

: G.8.R.633(E).—In exercise of powers conferred by sub-
(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 (67 of 1957), the Centra
as the National Mineral Exploration Trust with a Goveming Body

(a) Union Minister In-charge of Ministry of Mines

(b) Union Minister In-charge of Ministry of Coal or his nominee

YT, T3
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qIH, 73T
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section (1) of Section 9C of the Mines and Minerals
| Government hereby establishes a Trust to be called
and an Executive Committee,

—Chzeirperson, ex officio;

—Member, ex officio;
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(¢) Union Minister In-charge of Ministry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas or his nominee

(d) Minister of State for Atomic Energy or his nominee
(e) Minister of State for Mines '

() Six Ministers of State Governments, holding charge of Mines and
Geology to be nominated by the Chairperson of the Governing Body
of the National Mineral Exploration Trust. on rotation basis, for a term
not exceeding two years at a time with the eligibility for re-nomination

(g) Secretary, Ministry of Mines

(h) Special invitees having experience in the relevant field to be invited by the

Goveming Body of the National Mineral Exploration Trust,
(II) The Executive Committee shall consist of the following members,; namely:-
(a) Secretary, Ministry of Mines
(®)

an officer not below the rank of Joint Secretary,
Atomic Energy '

Department of

(c) an officer not below the rank of Joint Secretary, Ministry of Coal

£AN

{d) an officer not below the rank of Joine Secretary, Ministry of

Petroleum and Natural Gas
(e)
®

Joint Secretary and Financial Advisor of Ministries of Mines or Coal

Director General of Geological Survey of India or any other
representative fo be nominated by the Central Government

Ui aily

Coniroller General of Indian Bureau of Mines other
representative to be nominated by the Central Government

®
(h) One representative from any four State Governments, as decided by
the Central Government, not below the rank of Secretary to the
State Government or equivalent, on rotation basis, for a term not
exceeding two years at a time, with the eligibility for re-nomination

~—Member, ex officio;
—Member, ex officio;

—Member, ex afficio;

—Members, ex officio;
—Convener, ex afficio.
Chairperson of the

—Chairperson, ex officio;

—Member, ex gfficio;

—Member, ex officio;

—Member, ex officio:

—Member, ex officio,
—Member, ex officio;

—Member, ex officio;

—Members, ex officio;

(i) Joint Secretary, in-charge of Exploration, Mmmry of Mines —Member Sccretary,
ex officio;
() five persons, from among persons with experience in exploration or in research in a related field at least

for a period of two years,. to be nominated by the
Nationzal Mineral Exploration Trust.

Chairperson of the Executive Committee of the

This Notification shall come into force on the date of its publication in the Official Gazette,
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